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ACCOMMODATION SUPPORT - DISABILITY SERVICES COMMISSION 

253. Dr G.G. JACOBS to the Minister for Disability Services: 
I refer to the minister’s failure to adequately answer a question on Thursday, 4 May of this year on funding for 
accommodation support.  The Disability Services Commission annual report indicates that funding for 
accommodation support increased by $25.4 million between 2001-02 and 2004-05.  At the 2004-05 average cost 
per person of $46 711 per annum, this should have provided for an additional 544 people; however, the number 
of people assisted increased by only 185.  Even if the most recent and costly funding round of $62 284 was used, 
458 people should have received service, not 185.  That is still 276 short of what should have happened. 
The SPEAKER:  Order!  I am sure that the member will get to the question, but we cannot wait forever.  If the 
member asks a question, the minister will answer it. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS:  I ask - 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order! 

Dr G.G. JACOBS:  I ask - 

(1) What happened to the money? 

(2) Is the minister aware of deepening community concern as to the performance of the commission? 

(3) Will the minister commit to a public review of the commission and examine its usage of funds intended 
for accommodation support? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.   

(1)-(3) In order to save time, I can table full answers to the member’s questions of 4 May.  No, I do not intend 
to commit to a review.  Yes, I am aware there are concerns, and we are acting to address those concerns 
and to talk to the sector about how we can even better deliver the services that we currently deliver. 

[See paper 1513.] 
 


